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Dear DPAF friends and supporters, 

2018 and 2019 proved to be exciting years for the Dermatology PA Foundation (DPAF). It has 
been just a few short years since we launched as an extension of the SDPA’s philanthropic efforts 
in 2015. We have made great strides in fulfilling the pillars set forth by our founding trustees in 
research, education, and philanthropy. None of this would be possible without the contributions of 
both our individual and corporate donors and we are incredibly thankful for your ongoing support. 

During the SDPA’s 2018 summer conference in Seattle and 2019 fall conference in Scottsdale, we hosted the 
DPAF’s annual charitable run/walk/sleep-in. Each year we choose a patient advocacy group or project to support 
with our event. In 2018 the DPAF selected the Hidradenitis Suppurativa Foundation as the beneficiary and were 
thrilled to have over 50 SDPA members, industry supporters, and family members attend our early morning 
jaunt along the beautiful Elliot Bay in Seattle. We raised nearly $4000 in donations for the HS Foundation via 
race registration, additional donations, and a generous sponsorship from Abbvie. The DPAF Board of Trustees 
voted unanimously to match those donations, bringing the total contribution to the HS Foundation to $8000. 
Our 2019 event in Scottsdale drew a similar number of donors, runners, and walkers who dedicated their miles 
and donations to our chosen beneficiary, Wigs for Kids. Wigs for Kids serves to provide realistic wigs made of 
human hair that are designed to withstand the business of normal childhood activities. Children with hair loss 
due to chemotherapy, radiation, burns, alopecia, or other medical conditions are eligible to apply. In addition 
to raising $8300 to fund wigs for several children, one of our very own DPAF trustees donated her hair to the 
cause. 

During the SDPA fall 2018 conference in Orlando and summer 2019 conference in Washington, D.C.  we also 
hosted our annual silent auction to benefit Camp Wonder. Funds raised from the auctions are used to sponsor 
children with severe skin disease for a week-long camp in California designed especially for children just like 
them. They take part in typical summer camp activities, along with special events, such as prom, that they 
may otherwise avoid due to the severity of their skin disease. Our 2018 silent auction raised over $11,500, 
allowing us to sponsor 5 children to attend Camp Wonder in summer of 2019. The 2019 silent auction brought 
in $10,148.00

In 2019, the DPAF launched the first ever research opportunity specifically for PAs in dermatology thanks to a 
generous grant from Sun Pharma. The program placed emphasis on PA impact on dermatology patients and 
overall value in the healthcare system, as well as PA led research for dermatology conditions or education. 
With the assistance of an experienced grant program manager, many applications were reviewed, and we were 
proud to award our first research grant of $25,000. We are looking forward to the results of this research being 
presented in late 2020 or early 2021.

Our educational projects have continued to expand as well. We hosted a sponsored session on psoriasis 
at the 2018 SDPA summer conference in Seattle and another focused on atopic dermatitis pathophysiology 
during the SDPA fall conference in Orlando.  We hope you have had the opportunity to join us for one of these 
sessions, or catch them on the SDPA learning center, both of which are free to SDPA members. 

As we move into the end of another exciting year, I would again like to thank former trustees and donors who 
have made the DPAF a success from the beginning. I encourage those who have yet to make a contribution to 
consider doing so to help the DPAF broaden our impact on the dermatology community.

All my best,

Jennifer M. Conner, MPAS, PA-C 
Chair │ jconner@dermpafoundation.org 
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WHO WE ARE

Our mission is to seek 
to fund and promote 
education, research, 
and philanthropy to 
advance the field of 
dermatology.

MISSION
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EDUCATION
The DPAF is committed to promoting 
and funding educational and community 
outreach opportunities for dermatology PAs 
by funding education with the strategic goal 
of helping develop and retain tomorrow’s 
clinicians, educators, and researchers. 

RESEARCH
The DPAF works to support and sponsor 
research within the specialty of dermatology. 
With an emphasis on sponsoring PA led 
research projects including support for 
studies that explore how PAs impact both 
access to care and the quality of care within 
the specialty of dermatology.

PHILANTHROPY
As the philanthropic arm of the SDPA, the 
DPAF works to expand upon the Society’s 
long history of charitable initiatives.

The Dermatology PA Foundation (DPAF) is the culmination of the Society of Dermatology 
Physician Assistants’ (SDPA) years of philanthropic endeavors. In 2015, the SDPA’s 
Board of Directors decided to form a stand-alone foundation to serve as the charitable 
leader for the dermatology PA community. After being formed in late 2015, the DPAF 
officially kicked off in June 2016.

The DPAF is led by a ten-person Board of Trustees (BOT) and supported by a two-person 
staff. The Trustees, along with staff, work to identify and outline charitable programs and 
events that align with the DPAF’s mission to provide PAs with the opportunity to give 
back to their community and patients through education, research, and philanthropy. 



WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?
ANNUAL CHARITABLE RUN/WALK
The SDPA has been hosting charitable races since 2012 when it first partnered with the 
Melanoma Research Foundation (MRF) and it’s Miles for Melanoma (MFM) 5k Run/Walk. 
That partnership allowed SDPA members to contribute back to the patients they served 
and ended up being the spark that ignited the dermatology PA community to want to 
do more to help others outside of the clinic. In 2015 when the DPAF was founded as the 
formal philanthropic arm of the SDPA, they took over coordinating charitable runs. In 
2016 the DPAF held its first charitable run/walk event in honor of the Melanoma Research 
Foundation as the SDPA had done for more than 4 years. Since then, we have also 
supported the National Alopecia Areata Foundation, and each year aim to choose a 
different patient advocacy group to benefit from our event.

2018 In Honor of The Hidradenitis Suppurativa Foundation 

In 2018 the DPAF turned its focus towards the Hidradenitis Suppurativa (HS) Foundation. 
Hidradenitis Suppurativa (HS), is a chronic, non-contagious, painful skin disease that 
causes boils to form in the folds of the skin. HS has potential to severely impact quality 
of life in many ways for patients who suffer from the disease

During the SDPA’s 2018 summer conference, we were thrilled to have over 50 SDPA 
members, industry supporters, and family members attend our early morning jaunt 
along the beautiful Elliot Bay in Seattle. Many others who weren’t able to be present 
contributed to help us raise nearly $4000 for the HS Foundation. The DPAF Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to match those donations, bringing the total contribution to 
the HS Foundation to approximately $8000.

2019 In Honor of Wigs for Kids

In November of 2019, in Arizona we once again were supported early in the morning for 
a beautiful desert sunrise run at the SDPA Conference. $8,300 was raised and donated 
to Wigs for Kids to help heal the pain of childhood hair loss. Children are provided with 
Custom-made Hair Replacements are hand tied and completely made from human hair. 
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• SkinCeuticals 
• 3Gen
• Jane Mast Photograpy
• AAPA
• Dr. Molly Austin
• Platypus Wine Tours 
• Cynthia Trickett 
• Tolosa Winery
• Medelita
• Integrity Dermatology
• Seasons 52 Restraurants 
• Cava Mezze 
• American Girl Doll
• Wegmans
• Elite Island Resorts
• Jacki Kment
• Jenny Boyle Photography
• Georgia Dermatology Physician Assistants 

(GDPA)
• Cabela’s 
• Mega Space
• Jay Peak Ski Resort

• Keri Holyoak 
• Snowbird
• Instant Pot
• CME4Life
• UV Skinz
• Miami Dolphins
• Buffalo Trace Distillery 
• Washington Nationals 
• Florida Society of Dermatology Physician 

Assistants 
• Lilly Pulitzer
• Society of Dermatology Physician 

Assistants (SDPA)
• Chicago Clubs
• Revision Skincare 
• Illinois Society of Dermatology Physician 

Assistants (ISDPA)
• Meeting Designs
• Cabana Life
• Cotton & Reded Distillery 
• US White Water Sports Center
• Katherine Helena
• Louisville Mega Cavern Chrissy Ward

3RD AND 4TH ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION  
Honoring Camp Wonder

The DPAF hosted its 3rd Annual Silent Auction in November 2018 
and hosted its 4th Annual Silent Auction in June 2019 to benefit the 
Children’s Skin Disease Foundation (CSDF) Camp Wonder. Funds 
raised from these annual auctions are used to sponsor children with severe skin disease 
for a week-long camp in California designed especially for children just like them. They 
take part in typical summer camp activities, along with special events, such as prom, 
that they may otherwise avoid due to the severity of their skin disease. 

SDPA conference attendees and online bidders excitedly bid on a wide array of items 
ranging from travel packages to dermatology tools. We are proud to note that we raised 
over $24,000 to support Camp Wonder initiatives. These contributions allowed eight 
lucky children with severe or life-threatening skin disease to attend the 2019 and 2020 
sessions of camp. Additionally, our contribution allowed two PAs to attend as volunteers 
as well. 

We would like to extend a special thank you to all our generous silent auction item 
donors! It is because of their continued support and efforts that we can achieve 
this level of continued support for Camp Wonder.

DONORS
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AN AMAZING WEEK AT CAMP WONDER

“Camp Wonder,” hearing the name alone, begs the 
question, “What is Camp Wonder all about?” 

That is precisely what I am excited to share, given that I recently 
returned from the camp and was able to experience the “wonder”  
of it all firsthand.

Imagine that you are a kid or adolescent, faced with a rare, debilitating, and possibly fatal 
skin disease, that you live with on a daily basis, always present, and incurable. Not only do you 
feel it’s constant presence, often experiencing excruciating pain, burning, itching, dry eyes, 
trouble swallowing, blisters, etc. It is visible, staring you in the face every time you look in the 
mirror or down at your very own hands. This is not a hidden disease; it is not only there for you 
to see, but it also there for the world to see, and there is no hiding from it or running from it. 
Meanwhile, as you suffer the physical effects, you are also unable to escape the stares, the 
avoidance of others, the questions, the bullying, and often the isolation that comes from 
it. Our skin, our largest organ, meant to protect us from harm, yet causing us physical and 
emotional pain.

Now imagine a place, a refuge, escape, from the daily hardship that you experience. A place 
where you can be yourself and be seen, liked, admired, respected, and celebrated for what 
is inside your heart, and not what you look like on the outside. Where you can play carnival 
games, eat cotton candy, swim, do arts and crafts, make s’mores, perform skits or a talent 
show, go on a scavenger hunt, climb the rock wall, ride horses, and go to the prom. All in one 
week, in a safe, caring, and judgment free environment. Where you see tears replaced by smiles, 
hearts being healed, strong friendships being made, bonds that will never be broken and where 
acceptance and love are the norm….That is what Camp Wonder is.

I had the privilege and honor of volunteering this year at Camp Wonder, as part of the medical 
team, on behalf of the Dermatology PA Foundation (DPAF) and Society of Dermatology 

CAMP WONDER  |  6

(DON’T JUST TAKE  
OUR WORD FOR IT!)
There is a reason we choose to contribute to Camp Wonder year-after-year. Camp 
Wonder provides children with chronic and life-threatening skin diseases with a place 
where they can simply be a kid. Don’t take our word for it! Each year we sponsor two PAs 
to attend Camp Wonder as volunteers. In 2018 we sent PA Volunteers, Jessy Ayala PA-C 
and Adam Gomollto PA-C to the 2018 session of Camp Wonder.

“Imagine a place, a refuge, an 
escape from the daily hardship 

that you experience; that is 
what Camp Wonder is.”  

– Krista Smith, PA-C

next page...



Physician Assistants (SDPA). The DPAF is a wonderful nonprofit organization, whose mission 
is to provide education, research to dermatology PAs, as well as to help derm PAs expand 
philanthropic activities to help and give back to others.

I first heard about Camp Wonder, from Dr. Stefani Takahashi, who is the medical co-director 
of the camp, (along with Dr. Jenny Kim), who was my supervising physician from 2007-2013. I 
witnessed firsthand, the excitement and passion she had for the camp. She frequently would 
talk about stories of camp and showed me pictures, and as I would listen and I observed her love 
for the camp, my interest grew.

At that time I had two young boys that made it difficult to leave for a week, but I always knew it 
was not “if,” but “when” I would be able to volunteer.

This year, it became possible for me, to go, and with my family’s unwavering support behind me, I 
set off to experience Camp Wonder for myself.

Admittedly, I was a little nervous. Even with 14 years working as a dermatology PA-C behind 
me, I knew that there would be skin conditions that I had never seen in real life, but had only 
read about in text books, such as ectodermal dysplasia and Netherton syndrome. I was worried 
I wouldn’t know what to do, or how I could help, but my worries were quickly absolved once I 
arrived and met the kind medical staff whose hearts were bigger than life itself, and they were 
not worried about my scope of knowledge, but instead, only that I was there to help.

Though I felt a little green, my motto was “put me to work,” and before I knew it, I was learning 
the ropes about how the “med shed” operates, how to do GI-tube feedings, and what I would 
expect during a 3 hour dressing change for the campers with Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB).

From the get go, I was greeted with lots of friendly smiles and sensed the sincerity of all the 
people volunteering, from the administration, the doctors, the camp counselors, to the nurses, 
and residents. I got to spend some time getting to know Francesca Tenconi, the Chairman of the 
camp and learned of her journey with a rare skin disease, and how that shaped who she is and 
her passion for founding Camp Wonder.

The length of time also struck me, many of the volunteers and campers many of whom are 
now counselors, had been involved with the camp. It was not unusual to hear that many such 
volunteers, had been coming back annually, since the camp’s inception.

The moment I began seeing the campers arrive I experienced firsthand why volunteers come 
back year after year. Seeing the smiles on the faces of the campers, and hearing 
the excitement in their voices, was all it took. It took all but a minute, and I was 
sold for life.

The week was filled with so many activities, and special moments, however, there 
were two that stood out to me and can’t help but want to highlight and share.
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The first, was when a ten-year-old girl, named Amaya, was 
trying to pick out her prom dress, on the rack of donated 
dresses (which is another wonderful testimony of the camp 
and all those involved!), but she was having a hard time 
finding one that fit. She looked sad and discouraged; she 
wanted to give up. However, a kind resident named Dorota, and 
I were determined to help her find something that she liked and felt special in, 
for the Prom, that would be held at the end of the week. After some searching, 
Amaya finally found the dress. However, the straps were too long for her. Given 
that I can suture, I offered to sew the straps for her so that it would fit her 
properly. She was so grateful, and for the first time I saw her sigh a sigh of 
relief, and she gave a big smile. On a grand scale, my actions were not much, 
but sometimes it is those little moments and the small things that make your heart swell up 
with joy. Knowing that doing a little something extra for her, was all it took to make her feel 
confident for her Prom, and for me, being part of that what priceless.

Another memorable moment for me was getting to see the kids participate in karaoke. It was 
a hot day, right after lunch and several of the campers were seeking refuge from the heat, 
and hanging out in the activities center. I grabbed the karaoke machine, and turned it on, 
disco lights flashing and all, and started taking song requests. At first, several of the campers 
just listened to the music, and held the microphone, shyly singing, when all of the sudden, a 
girl named Lexi, took the stage stole the show. She got the party started by singing “Party in 
the USA,” all the while, dancing, and smiling ear to ear. Her energy was contagious, and before 
you knew it, the whole audience was clapping along and singing too. After her performance, 
the excitement for karaoke grew, and it became a hit, and many songs were sung and dancing 
broke out for a great deal of time. Many of the campers asked for karaoke the next day and no 
one was shy after that. It was a huge hit. Lexi stole the show and my heart!!!

I came home from camp with stories upon stories like the ones I described above, but until you 
experience it for yourself, it is just a story, and it is impossible to describe the “wonder” of it 
all until you are part of it firsthand.

I cannot encourage you enough to volunteer and make your own stories at Camp Wonder, by 
making a difference in the life of someone today! I am better because of Camp Wonder and 
will be forever changed.

Until next year Camp Wonder… 
I’ll be seeing you again!
Krista Smit h, PA-C 
2017 Camp Wonder PA Volunteer
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PSORIASIS TRACK TICKETED SESSION
In July 2018, the DPAF sponsored a 2-hour special session on psoriasis during the SDPA’s 
summer conference in Seattle. This comprehensive educational session provided insight 
into psoriasis epidemiology, pathophysiology, diagnosis and presentation, comorbidities, 
and approaches to treatment. The session was offered free to conference attendees and 
will be available in an online format in the near future for those who were unable to attend 
or would like an in-depth review on psoriasis. 

This program was made possible by a grant from Sun Pharma.

EDUCATION
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As a one of the DPAF’s founding goals, 
education is at the center of our annual 
activities. In 2018 the DPAF held two 
complimentary education sessions 
during SDPA conferences.

ATOPIC DERMATITIS
During the SDPA’s Annual Fall Dermatology Conference in Orlando, Florida the DPAF 
held a unique complimentary education session “Atopic Dermatitis: Beyond the Basics”. 
This session was founded on the results of a knowledge gap survey on atopic dermatitis 
conducted earlier in the year. Part one discussed the epidemiology and morphology of 
atopic dermatitis in skin of color. The second part of the session focused on managing 
itch, non-medicinal management of atopic dermatitis, and emerging therapies. 

This program was sponsored entirely by the Dermatology PA Foundation.



As of December 31, 2018, the DPAF’s Total 
Liabilities and Net Assets were $320,616. We 

collected $240,055 in donor contributions and 
sponsorships, and 46% was contributed back 

into the dermatology PA community and towards 
the patients they serve. Below is a summary of 

2018 contributions. Each year our programs and 
activities are increasing thanks to the continued 

support of our donors and sponsors! 
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$7,690 was 
contributed to Hidradenitis 
Suppurativa (HS) Foundation 
to support their efforts in 
lessening the burden of this 
painful disease. Of that $3,980 
was contributed by the DPAF 
and $3,980 was raised by  
race participants. 

As the DPAF looks ahead to 2020, its programs and projects are expanding exponentially. 
A new research grant program is in launch phase, providing the first ever opportunity for PA’s to 
apply for and conduct research projects. Our recurring programs continue to gain momentum 
and contributions given back to the patients and communities are a continuous focus.

$13,596 was 
contributed to the Children’s 
Skin Disease Foundation’s 
(CSDF) Camp Wonder to 
sponsor five campers and two 
PA volunteers. 

A $90,000 
grant from Sun Pharma made 
it possible for the DPAF to 
provide a two hour CME course 
“Introduction to Psoriasis 
Management” which was 
hosted free of charge to SDPA 
conference attendees in Seattle 
and will be made available 
online in the first half of 2019. 

As of December 31, 2019, 
the DPAF’s Total Liabilites and 
Net Assests were $280,742.05. 
See left for a summary of 2019 
contributions. 

$7,690 
was contributed  
to Wigs for Kids

$10,148 
was contributed to 
Children’s Skin Disease 
Foundation’s (CSDF) 
Camp Wonder to 
sponsor three campers. 

STATEMENT OF  
FINANCIAL POSITION

FY 2018 
CONTRIBUTIONS

FY 2019 
CONTRIBUTIONS



CORPORATE DIAMOND ($90,000+) 2018

CORPORATE DIAMOND ($75,000+) 2018 & 2019
The Society of Dermatology Physician Assistants (SDPA) is a 2,800+ 
member strong 501c6 non-profit professional organization composed 
primarily of PA members who provide dermatologic care or have an 
interest in the medical specialty of dermatology. The Dermatology PA 
Foundation (DPAF) is the official philanthropic arm of the SDPA. The 
SDPA generously contributed $75,000 towards the DPAF’s goals and 
missions in 2018 and 2019. Learn more about the SDPA and their 
programs at; DermPA.org, SDPAConferences.org, HireADermPA.org 
or Dermcast.tv.

CORPORATE PLATINUM ($25,000) 2018
At Janssen Immunology, we help people take back their lives 
through breakthrough science. We understand the impact serious 
autoimmune conditions can have on peoples’ lives, and work with 
urgency to revolutionize their treatment experience. Having pioneered 
one of the first biologic medications for autoimmune disease, we take 
pride in our rich legacy and have the scientific rigor and passion for 
continuing this level of innovation. Working across Rheumatology, 
Dermatology, and Gastroenterology, we are committed to 
empowering those impacted by autoimmune conditions through 
excellence in everything we do. Janssen Immunology is part of 
Janssen Biotech, Inc., and the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies 
of Johnson & Johnson.  
Learn more at: www.janssen.com/immunology

CORPORATE DONORS
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Founders Circle 
Corporate Donors
w SDPA
w Janssen Immunology
w Cipher Pharmaceuticals
w Prugen Pharmaceuticals
w Taro Pharmaceuticals
w Aqua Pharmaceuticals

sunpharma.com

The DPAF, its Board of Trustees, staff and constituents would like to extend a special 
thank you to our Corporate Donors. It is because of their generosity and support that we 
are able to continue our efforts to provide education, research and philanthropy to the 
dermatology community.   



CORPORATE SILVER ($5,000) 2018
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The Florida Society of Dermatology Physician Assistants (FSDPA)

The Georgia Dermatology Physician Assistants (GDPA)

The Illinois Society of Dermatology Physicians Assistants (ISDPA)

The Pennsylvania Dermatology Physician Assistants (PDPA) 

aquapharm.com

                         

prugen.com

ORGANIZATIONAL GOLD ($1,000) 2018 & 2019

CORPORATE PLATINUM ($25,000) 2018

abbvie.com

ORGANIZATIONAL DONORS



INDIVIDUAL DONORS
DIAMOND ($5,000)
Matthew Brunner
Travis & Jennifer Hayden
Amanda Mazzetta
Joleen M. Volz

GOLD ($1,000)

Renata M. Block
Jennifer M. Conner
Douglas C. DiRuggiero
Tom Fitzgerald 
Amy Gouley 
Jason Oberdick
Vicki S. Roberts
Martha Sikes

SILVER ($500)

Bethany L. Grubb
Mara Limoncelli
Gina D. Mangin
Stacey Moore
Deborah A. Steinbar

SPONSOR ($121-250)

Erin Call
John V Notabartolo
Sarah Patton
Jeff Ruhland
Sarah Vicari 
Diane C. Williams

CONTRIBUTOR  
($61-120)

Dawn M. Baird
Amber M. Blair
Eileen Cheever
Jennifer Conner
Amber J. Corneillie
George H. Lewis
Sandra Mamis
Ryan McGowen 
Elizabeth J. McLeish
Melanie Niemeyer
Theodore Rosen
Fariba Seraj
Kelli Sheffield
Cynthia J. Trickett
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THANK YOU  
TO OUR  

2018 & 2019 
INDIVIDUAL & 
CORPORATE  

DONORS!

Founders Circle 
Individual Donors
w Matthew Brunner
w Renata Block
w Jennifer Conner
w Bethany Grubb
w Travis Hayden
w Gina Mangin
w Vicki Roberts
w Deborah Steinbar
w Joleen Volz



GET IN TOUCH

DERMATOLOGY PA FOUNDATION
1420 New York Avenue NW 5th Floor 
Washington D.C., 20005

 (703) 570-8464
 dpaf@dermpafoundation.org

Be sure to follow us on Twitter and 
Facebook, to stay up to date with  
our events and activities!

 DermatologyPAFoundation
 @DermPAsCare

  DermPAFoundation.org

http://www.dermpafoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/DermatologyPAFoundation/
https://twitter.com/DermPAsCare

